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MISSION

POLICY CLINIC

Students in the Food Law and Policy Clinic (FLPC) have the 
unique opportunity to engage in action-based learning to 
gain a deeper understanding of the complex challenges 
facing our current food system. The students get hands-on 
experience conducting legal and policy research for 
individuals, community groups, and government agencies 
on a wide range of food law and policy issues. They are 
challenged to develop creative legal and policy solutions to 
pressing food issues, applying their knowledge from the law 
school classroom to real-world situations.

FLPC students have the opportunity to practice a number of 
valuable skills, including: legal research and writing, drafting 
legislation and regulations, commenting on agency actions, 
engaging in public speaking and trainings, and community 
organizing, among others. Students also have the 
opportunity to travel to meet with clients; for example, FLPC 
works in places like Mississippi, Tennessee, Navajo Nation, 
and La Paz, Bolivia.

Students receive credit for their clinical work (2-4 
credits/semester), and are also required to enroll in the Food 
Law and Policy seminar (2 credits). FLPC also offers summer 
internships to students from law schools, graduate schools, 
and colleges around the country. We receive a high number 
of applicants each year for this unique, vibrant and 
fast-paced summer internship opportunity.

In addition to clinical students, FLPC works closely with 30-40 
law students each year working on pro bono projects 
through two student organizations: the Mississippi Delta 
Project and the Food Law Society.

The Food Law and Policy Clinic is a division of Harvard Law 
School’s Center for Health Law and Policy Innovation 
(CHLPI) which works with consumers, advocates, 
community-based organizations, health and social 
services professionals, food providers and producers, 
government officials, and others to expand access to 
high-quality healthcare and nutritious, affordable food; to 
reduce health disparities; to develop community 
advocacy capacity; and to promote more equitable, and 
effective healthcare and food systems. CHLPI is a clinical 
teaching program of Harvard Law School and mentors 
students to become skilled, innovative, and thoughtful 
practitioners as well as leaders in health, public health, and 
food law and policy. CHLPI includes the Food Law and 
Policy Clinic and the Health Law and Policy Clinic.



Established in 2010, the Harvard Food Law and 
Policy Clinic (FLPC) addresses the health, 

environmental, and economic consequences of the 
laws and policies that govern our food system. FLPC 
strives to increase access to healthy foods, support 
small-scale and sustainable farmers in breaking into 
new commercial markets, and reduce waste of healthy, 
wholesome food.  As the oldest food law clinical 
program in the United States, the FLPC is a pioneer in 
the field of food law and policy, and serves as a model 
for lawyers and law schools entering this field.

The following four initiatives are an expression of our 
dedication to resolving the environmental, public 
health, and economic consequences of our food 
system:
 
•  Food Policy Community Empowerment 
•  Food Access and Obesity Prevention
•  Food Waste
•  Sustainable Food Production
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A farmers’ market in Boston.

HARVARD
LAW SCHOOL

FOOD LAW
AND

POLICY
CLINIC

REPRESENTATIVE
PROJECTS

1. Food Policy Community 
Empowerment: 
&ŽŽĚ�WŽůŝĐǇ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂǀĂũŽ�EĂƟŽŶ�
Since 2013, FLPC has worked with the Navajo Department 
of Health and the Community Outreach & Patient 
Empowerment (COPE) Project to identify ways to improve 
health and increase food sovereignty within the Navajo 
Nation. In the summer of 2013, FLPC presented at the 
Navajo Nation Food and Wellness Summit, helping Navajo 
leaders and community members begin to identify key 
food policy issues. Based on this meeting and subsequent 
research, interviews, and feedback from Navajo members, 
FLPC students and staff developed a toolkit entitled “Good 
Laws, Good Food: Putting Food Policy to Work in Navajo 
Nation” as a tailored resource for those working to improve 
the food system in Navajo Nation. FLPC students and staff 
traveled to Navajo Nation in May 2015 to launch the toolkit 
and meet with Navajo leaders and community members, 
and is now working on implementation of the policy 
suggestions. 

Ϯ͘�&ŽŽĚ��ĐĐĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�KďĞƐŝƚǇ�WƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ͗�
WƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ��ĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�,ĞĂůƚŚǇ�^ŽůƵƟŽŶƐ�;W�d,^Ϳ
Since 2012, FLPC has collaborated with the Health Law and 
Policy Clinic to strengthen policy responses to type 2 
diabetes treatment and prevention. Students and staff 
work with community members and policy makers to 
identify and recommend strategic law and policy reforms 
to improve the food environment, increase access to 
healthy food, and implement health care changes to 
reduce the burden of type 2 diabetes. To date, the project 
has included state level work in North Carolina and New 

Students in the 
FLPC work on a range of 

projects at any given time. Some 
of our representative current and recent 
projects include:

The FLPC also publishes materials related 
to the field of food law and policy, like this 
career 
guide. �

Jersey, the publication of federal policy recommendations 
to reduce type 2 diabetes, and the provision of targeted 
technical assistance on a range of issues to organizations 
working to implement address type 2 diabetes.

3. Food Waste: 
�ǆƉŝƌĂƟŽŶ��ĂƚĞ�WŽůŝĐǇ
FLPC is at the forefront of policy research on reducing food 
waste in the United States. In September 2013, the 
students and staff published (in partnership with the 
Natural Resources Defense Council) a ground-breaking 
report finding that the current system governing 
expiration dates for food products in the United States 
leads to a large amount of unnecessary food waste. The 
report garnered significant national media attention from 
over 300 media outlets, including CNN, The Today Show, 
and The Washington Post. The publication of this report 
has led to ongoing work by FLPC students and staff to 
reform national and state policies on expiration dates. For 
example, students are now helping finalize a short film on 
the need for expiration date policy change.

ϰ͘�^ƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞ�&ŽŽĚ�WƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ͗�
&ŽŽĚ�^ĂĨĞƚǇ�DŽĚĞƌŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ��Đƚ͕�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ZƵůĞƐ
Students and staff researched the coverage and 
exemption provisions of each Food Safety Modernization 
Act (FSMA) proposed rule, assessing their legal and policy 
ramifications, in order to assist the National Sustainable 
Agriculture Coalition in participating in the notice and 
comment proceedings of the rule promulgation process. 
FLPC students also prepared comments for FLPC to submit 
to FDA and were successful in getting FDA to revise some 
of the regulatory language. 


